THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADARlYAH

who denies them will not enter paradise and will not be
freed from hell.

His eighth heresy is his denial of the marriage oi the
virgins in paradise. He who denies this is not worthy to
enter paradise, how much less to marry a virgin there!
Besides the errors which we have recounted of him, al-Futi
believes in killing those who differed from him with secret
cunning, even if they belong to the Moslem community. The 151
Sunnites said of al-Fitti and his followers that their blood
and their possessions belonged to the Moslems, and that
they had the usual right to- a fifth of the spoils. Nor should
retaliation be demanded of one who kills one oi them nor
blood-wit nor atonement. Indeed, a certain rank and sta-
tion is to be awarded to the one killing him, for which
praise be to Allah.

8. Concerning the MurdarlyaJi among them. These are
the followers of *Isa ibn-Sabih, known as abu-Musa al-
Murdar.1 He was called the monk of the Mu'tazilah; the
surname suited him, though the term was taken from the
Christian monks. His surname al-Murdar was also well
suited. In; general, the verse may be applied to him:
4V Thine eyes seldom see a man whose appearance does not
remind you of his surname/'

This Murdar claimed that men had the power to produce
something similar to the Koran, and even something more
eloquent, as al-Nazzam had said. But in this way they
show stubborn opposition to the word of Allah: " Say,
verily were men and Jinn assembled to1 produce the like of
this Koran; they could not produce its like, though the one
should help the other" (Surah 17, v. 90). In addition to
his various errors, al-Murdar condemned the person in
close communication with a Sultan, claiming that he can

1 'Shahrastam, ibid., vol. i, p. 71, muzdar.   Horten, ibid., index, p. 642.
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